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Position Statement on Community Supports 

The Maine Developmental Disabilities Council believes that formal and informal community 
supports should be inclusive, accessible, holistic, high quality, and person/family centered. 
We believe that all members of our communities benefit when people receive services that 
(are): 

Inclusive    

• Help people live, learn, play, work alongside and be included with all members of the 
community. 

• Help people develop freely given, mutual, sustainable relationships. 

• Sensitive to individual and family situations, language, socioeconomic, and cultural 
differences.  

Accessible   

• Adequately funded with transparent enrollment. 

• Available when and where needed. 

• Linguistically/culturally competent, fully accessible, and welcoming to individuals and 
families. 

• Coordinated to address changes along lifespan. 

• Coordinated to ensure seamless access across service systems. 

Holistic   

• Support and encourage full expression of the rights and responsibilities of civic and 
community life. 

High Quality   

• Focus on support rather than control: promote safety while tolerating risk. 

• Engaging, purposeful, individualized and person centered, focused on outcomes of 
developing, maintaining & generalizing skills.   

• Delivered by knowledgeable and committed provider agencies and staff. 

• Respectful of recipients under all circumstances: minimally intrusive, consistent, and 
competent. 

Person & Family Centered   

• Support interdependence with and full engagement of individuals, families and 
communities. 

• (Providers that) default to "yes". 

• Respond to concerns in a timely, fair and open manner.  
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